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most exquisite monuments of the Renascence, bears the
touching epitaph :
"Regia stirps Jacobus nomen Lusitana propago,
"Insignis forma, summa pudicitia,
"Cardineus titulus, morum nitor, optima vita,
"Iste fuere mihi: mors iuuenem rapuit;
"Ne se pollueret, maluit iste mori.
Bishop Enea Silvio Bartolomeo de' Piccolhuomini says
of these creatures in his commentaries, "All are young,
but of an excellent nature." The only concession that the
Pope would make to the objecting cardinals, was the post-
ponement of the ceremonial conferring of insignia until the
ensuing September; when many of the malcontents vented
vain spleen by quitting Rome.
This was a year of strife. The peace of central Italy was
disturbed by the bandit Niccolo Piccinino, a bastard of
Visconti; who, believing the country to be about to be
Jenuded of armed men, saw an opportunity for self ag-
grandisement. He collected mercenaries, and marched
against Siena, a small republic, very loyal to the Holy See,
which, in this age of culture, had destroyed the lovely
Aphrodite of Lusippos in its dread of paganism, and
consecrated itself to Madonna under the title "Sena Ciuitas
/irginis." Meeting the Papal and Milanese forces which
were concentrating for the Crusade, but quite ready for a
little incidental fighting on the way, Piccinino withdrew to
the mountains. King Don Alonso of the Regno, as usual,
was playing a double part. It did not suit him to show
conspicuous friendship for the Pope's allies, lest the Lord
Calixtus P.P. Ill should become independent. Stipulations
were made favourable to Piccinino; and, their appeal to
Naples having failed, the Sienesi were forced into a dis-
graceful peace,with the brigand.
Sultan Muhammed extended his conquests to Servia,
and prepared to devour Hungary, launching one hundred